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Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



ETERNAL VOICE OF INDIA 



Vidyaya vindate amrtam 

‘Immortality is attained through Self-knowledge’ 



He who inhabits fire, yet is within fire, whom fire does not know, whose 
body fire is, and who controls fire from within — He is your Self, the Inner 
Controller, the Immortal. 

He who inhabits the sky, yet is within the sky, whom the sky does not 
know, whose body the sky is, and who controls the sky from within — He is 
your Self, the Inner Controller, the Immortal. 

He who inhabits heaven, yet is within heaven, whom heaven does not 
know, whose body heaven is, and who controls heaven from within — He is 
your Self, the Inner Controller, the Immortal. 

He who inhabits the sun, yet is within the sun, whom the sun does not 
know, whose body the sun is, and who controls the sun from within — He is 
your Self, the Inner Controller, the Immortal. 

He who inhabits the moon and stars, yet is within the moon and stars, 
whom the moon and stars do not know, whose body the moon and stars are, 
and who controls the moon and stars from within — He is your Self, the Inner 
Controller, the Immortal. 

He who inhabits the akasa, yet is within the akasa, whom the akasa 
does not know, whose body the akasa is, and who controls the akasa from 
within — He is your Self, the Inner Controller, the Immortal. 

He who inhabits darkness, yet is within darkness, whom darkness does 
not know, whose body darkness is, and who controls darkness from within — 
He is your Self, the Inner Controller, the Immortal. 

He who inhabits light, yet is within light, whom light does not know, 
whose body light is, and who controls light from within — He is your Self, 
the Inner Controller, the Immortal. 



Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 

(3.7.5, 3.7.6, 3.7.8, 3.7.9, 3.7.11, 3.7.12, 3.7.13, 3.7.14) 




ABOUT THIS ISSUE 



This month’s editorial is an attempt to 
show how today’s scientists especially the 
new physicists, have arrived at truths or 
principles which are only the various 
aspects of the God of Advaita Vedanta, 
the Absolute behind all manifestations. 

THE RAMAKRISHNA-VIVEKANANDA MOVEMENT 
AND THE ROLE OF PRIVATE CENTRES is based 

on an informal talk delivered by Srimat 
Swami Bhuteshanandaji Maharaj, Vice- 
President of the Ramakrishna Math and 
Mission, at Rourkela Ramakrishna Ashrama 
in 1985. 

WORK AND MAN : THE EAST AND THE WEST 

is a comparative study of the human 



motivations as organized, and developed in 
different ways in the two hemisphere. The 
whole study is put in the form of a dialogue 
between Krishna (representing the East) 
and Fredrick Herzberg, a celebrated 
American authority in this field today. It is 
written by Dr. S. K. Chakraborty, of the 
Indian Institute of Business Management, 
Calcutta. 

VIVEKANANDA IN AMERICA is a poem 

written by Dr. M. Rama Murthy, a young 
scientist of distinction at Princeton University, 
U.S.A. 

SATYAKAMA-SATYA-SAMPRADAYA is the 
second part of the four-scene drama. 



TOD AYS SCIENTISTS SEEK THE GOD OF ADVAITA VEDANTA 

(EDITORIAL) 



In 1969 when man first set his foot on 
moon, the world rejoiced with an unprece- 
dented delight, and a pride about the 
illimitable greatness of the humankind. 
But if some old-time Greeks could 
somehow be brought to watch the final 
landing in Television, they would have 
been shocked with unspeakable grief. To 
them moon was none but the Goddess 
Diana for whom the heroes of Greek 
mythology had offered passionate love. 

With an essentially anthropomorphic 
imagination human beings right from early 
days used to see gods and goddesses in 
nature. Both the early Greeks and early 
Indians developed this myth-making faculty. 
Apollo or Aditya in sun, Varuna in wind 
and storm, Zeus or Indra, the chief of 
these natural gods, are some of these gods 



who are as jealous and belligerent as man 
himself. ‘But soon gods of the ancients 
whose delight was in the smell of burning 
flesh and libations of strong liquor’, as 
Vivekananda said, seemed incongruous 
and not much respectable. Slowly the 
idea of God evolved as man developed 
societies and tribes. As civilizations 
expanded, tribes also increased. Babylonians 
and the Jews, for instance, got divided 
into many tribes, each tribe having its own 
god. ‘The gods among the Babylonians 
were all called Baals, and among them 
Baal Merodach was the chief.’ 1 



L The Complete Works of Swami Vivek- 
ananda (Calcutta: Advaita Ashrama, 1976) vol. 2, 
p. 209-10. (Hereafter referred to as Complete 
Works). 
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When one tribe conquered the other, its 
god replaced the defeated tribal god. Thus 
the ‘boasted monotheism’ of the Semitic 
race was created. When among the Jews 
the tribe of Israel slowly conquered other 
Judaic tribes, its God Moloch-Yahveh 
became the supreme one God of all these 
tribes. And this kind of religious conquest 
of nations or tribes in the name of one 
group or one tribal god filled history with 
horrible tales of bloodshed, tyranny, and 
brutal savagery. 

In the next stage we see religions 
growing and thriving on the lives of great 
personalities, the Incarnations of God. 
Christianity is built upon the life of Christ, 
Mohammedanism on Mohammed, Buddhism 
on Buddha, and Jainism upon the Jinas. 
Obviously, followers of one religion have 
always been fighting against the followers 
of other religion. One group, often 
because of greater military strength, was 
claiming that their founder was the only 
begotten son of God, or their prophet was 
the only prophet, and their God, the only 
God. Whenever the historical evidences 
about the founders of these religion become 
weak, the entire edifice of the religion is 
threatened with a total breakdown. The 
Hindus or the Vedantists ‘escaped this 
fate because our religion is not based upon 
persons but on principles’ ,2 says Vivek- 
ananda. ‘Our religion preaches an Imper- 
sonal Personal God’, he said.s 

***** 

As the Athenian culture matured, the 
Greek philosophers devoted themselves to 
the discovery of the laws of nature. Thales 
of Miletus, about 600 B.C., who introduced 
in Greece the rational sciences from the 
Babylonians, was credited with the first 
spectacular scientific achievement — the 
prediction of an eclipse that took place in 

2 * Complete Works , 1973, vol. 3, p. 385-86. 

3. Ibid. p. 249. 

* 



505 B.C. But still the rational sciences 
were accepted by the Greeks as secondary 
or corollary to abstract thinking. Even 
the great engineer, Archimedes of Syracuse, 
refused to write down in words his own 
discoveries and was content to put them 
in pure mathematical formulae. The earth 
was, according to Greeks, imperfect, and 
Heaven the very symbol of perfection. 
Since they found that the circle was the 
perfect curve, heavenly bodies must move 
in circles, and earth must be stationary. 

Plato turned to such questions as ‘What 
is justice ?’ or ‘What is virtue ?’ As the 
supreme moral and spiritual philosopher of 
Greece, he superceded Aristotle, the 
supreme natural philosopher, and was 
engaged in the subtler delights of philo- 
sophy. It is Plato who first brought the 
concept of Nou-menon (the One Reality) 
as the only Reality as against the Pheno- 
menon (many realities) which, to him, 
appeared as shadows of that Noumenon. 
The last development in this- Greek 
philosophy was an exceedingly mystical 
‘neo-platonism’ formulated by Plotinus about 
250 A.D. On the other hand, Plato’s 
greatest disciple Aristotle was, in every way, 
opposite to his master. He, the supreme 
Greek naturalist, was thoroughly centred 
in the life of this world. He turned to 
reason for explaining everything in life 
including why tears flow after seeing a 
tragedy or how an object falls from a 
higher level to a lower level. With the 
Greeks, thus, the antagonism between 
moral-spiritual philosophy on the one hand, 
and the rational sciences on the other, first 
became evident. As time passed ‘the ghost 
of Aristotle’, the scientific temper for all 
practical purposes got ascendency over the 
mysticism of Plato who was often conside- 
red ‘visionary’. 

When Christianity was established in 
Rome in 328 A.D. a new Christian culture 
began the Greko-Roman outlook of the 




